o mypi o s, in
i Nowdy Placsfic

| Tagaloa made the sky. Tewas high
i arved wide, bright and clear. ‘I like it?
said Tagaloa.

Tapaloa made the sea. It was deep and
dark, mighey and myscerious. ‘Amazing!”
said Tagaloa,

Tagaloa soared theough the air, flying up,

TP, Up b0 s oo,
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Ar last, Tagaloa wanted to rest. He could
not flv and dive For ever. Where could he
stand, or sit, or lie down f There was nowhere,

5o Tagaloa sumimoned up all his energy.
With a fearsome frown he gave a glane ey -

LAAAAAAAAAAANDT - and Forced solid
rock to heave itself up from the deprhs of

the acean. o i
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Tagaloa swam theough the sea, diving
dewn, down, down o explore.

Lagaloa was pleased with the world he
had made: 'Tt’s wonderful!” he said.




At first, the ruck was smoking hot, 9
Foul-smelling gases swirled round ic. Bur
soon it cooled, and che air around ic cleared.
Tagzloa nadded, approvingly,

‘Ha! The first 1sland in the world, he said.
"Welcame, dey land, welcame!

The Lsland was so pood that Tagalua
wanted mare. T could wse them o stride
across the sea, he sard to himself "They'd be
like szepping-stanes.

Befure lung, he'd made them. Hundreds
and hundreds.
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A rocky 1sland is a grear resting place for

ayod, bur it necds something to cover it ho
Tagalos made green, lealy, coeeping plants -
and water to keep them growing, With his
linge right hand, he smashed inta the cliff on
the side of his first island.

"Wlake me aviver!) he commanded,

With a deafening CRASASSSH che cliff

aplit in wo, and conl warer came gushing ouc
P gu E

Mext — CRERUNMCH, CRRRERACK!
Tagaloa ju.mptd up and down on his islands

highest mounraing. T sorey o squash you!
b said. "But I must make some flac land

where my new trees and planes can gros?
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Refare ]nng. che flar land was covered in
trees and plants. They grew eall, had flowers,

and wilced. Then, as their rocren leaees t2l]
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ceawled ot of them.

‘Each one must have strength, (11l pue chae

in cheir hearts.) And a lively mind. (Tl make
sure thev've got good bramns.) And spirir ...
and encrgy ... Tl give them some of mine!

Thar should l'u:ll:l. I'ma Er.:d. I have P].tnl:}'.

Then T send them all, mo live and work and
love, on my splendid new rocky islands!

‘Ho! Whart are chese ' asked Tagaloa,
surprised and very curious. He picked same
up, turned them over, and snitfed chem,
thoughchally.

‘Hmm! Well ... chey look interesting. They
have detinire possibilirics. All chey need @22

head, and ewo arms, and two legs .0

Tagaloa got busy,

Ateer awhile, he paused, serarched his
head, and muttered. "1 muse not be oo hasey.

They will need more than hodies o survise,

Mo, ler me think caretully .
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And chat - so che stories say - is how
the firsz men and women came o live an
Tagaloa’s rock, and all other dey land,

Today, vou can still see Tagaloa’s islands.
They are far, far away from other councries,
in the middle of the vast Pacific Ocean, You
may have heard some of their names, such as

Samaoa, Tanga and Fiji.



