
Punctuating Direct Speech

1. What punctuation is missing at each 

mark in the sentence below?

Where can I find a yellow mop, 

and a pair of gardening gloves 

from” inquired Christopher

4. Shane has written the sentence below. 

Do you agree? Explain why.

2. Tick where the inverted commas should 

go.

On a wintery cold day, Jessie 

bellowed, Mum, have you seen 

where my grey scarf and blue 

gloves are?

5. Write a reply to Matt using direct 

speech. Remember to punctuate your 

sentence correctly. 

“Shall we add an outdoor 

activity to the arts and craft 

workshop?” Matt suggested. 

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

3. Underline the errors in each sentence. 

A. “I’m going to a rock concert 

on Friday evening? Laurie 

cheered.”

B. Candice “murmured, I’m 

really tired today.”

C. Close the door!” bellowed 

Ed. 

6. Rewrite the sentence below as direct 

speech. 

Remember to punctuate the speech 

correctly and to use a reporting clause.
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“Who will the doctor see next” Marcus 

asked the receptionist impatiently.

I have used inverted 

commas to punctuate

the speech so this 

sentence is punctuated 

correctly.

I’m craving chocolate 

brownies with vanilla 

ice cream. 



Punctuating Direct Speech

1. A. inverted commas; B. question mark; C. full stop

2. A tick should be placed in the box before ‘Mum’ and after ‘are?’

3. A. “I’m going to a rock concert on Friday evening? Laurie cheered.”; B. Candice 

“murmured, I’m really tired today.”; C. Close the door!” bellowed Ed. 

4. No, I disagree because he has missed the question mark from his speech. A question 

mark is needed after ‘next’. 

5. Various answers, for example: “That is a great idea. Let’s do that!” exclaimed Nina.

6. Various answers, for example: “I’m craving chocolate brownies with vanilla ice 

cream,” exclaimed Lola. 


