
Our School Christian Values are Aspiration Love, Trust, Perseverance, Reconciliation and Compassion.     

We found out about challenging ourselves no matter the mountain to climb is like. 

Reminders 
 

Please can we ask that we have 

no chocolate nut spread in 

sandwiches as we have chil-

dren who are allergic to nuts in 

school. 

 

Chocolate should be in moder-

ation and we ask that the chil-

dren do not have other sweets 

in their packed lunch boxes. 

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

Dates  
 

 

17– 21 February 

Half Term 

 

25 February 

KS2 Smoothie bike 

 

26th February 

Ash Wednesday Mass 

9:15am, all welcome 

 

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

 

With the colder weather 

please do make sure your 

child has a coat, their PE 

kit and a  named water 

bottle. 

Attendance 

 

As a whole school we have an attend-

ance target of 97% to achieve.  

 

Overall attendance last week: 94.3%  

 

Do remember we start school everyday 

at 8:45. 

 

 

 

 

 

This Week 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Well done to our KS1 children who have been taking part in a 

hockey tournament between our four houses.  The winning house 

was Saints but the competition was very close.   

Next week we have our KS2 children taking part and all the re-

sults will be added together to see our overall winning house. 

St Barnabas’ Church of England (VA) Primary School 

Newsletter Friday 7th February 2020 

Each child is uniquely created and loved by God. 

” www.st-barnabas.kent.sch.uk 

Lilac 98.6% 

Oak 97.7% 

Acorn 97.7%

Chestnut 96.2%

Willow 93.7% 

Beech 88.9% 

Maple 88% 
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Acorn Class 

This week in Phonics, we have learnt the tricky word ‘he’ and the digraph ‘qu’ (as in quack). We have been writing words with the qu 

sound in and practised writing the word, he. In Maths, we have been learning about the number 7. We have been using the numicon to 

find two pieces that make 7, we have counted out 7 objects and used the part whole model to show how we can make 7. We have also 

been putting the numbers 0 to 7 in the correct order. In PE, we have continued with jumping and learnt a star jump this week. In our 

child initiated time, we have been really interested in making and drawing castles. We have looked at pictures of castles and talked 

about the features of them. Some children showed their perseverance skills and created a castle using the junk modelling and thought 

really carefully how they could create a tower and attach it to their base. We have also used the crates to make a throne and pretend we 

are ‘the king of the castle’. The children are becoming more keen to write during their learning time too which is great to see. They are 

always willing to have a go! We have also got new aprons for our outside area, they have words on them to show where we are playing 

which is helping with our reading skills and is also helping us to stay at an activity for longer. Well done to our star of the week,      

Maryam for writing a sentence in Phonics this week! 

Beech News 

In English, we created character descriptions for the dragon in our class quests. We used the same sentence structures that we created for our 

knight descriptions but adapted the vocabulary we used to make it suit the dragon. In English we also finished off our knight descriptions. The 

next day the children discovered that a dragon had visited our school in the night. Everyone had a go at creating a character description for the 

dragon and planning traps on how to capture it if it returns.  

In Maths, we completed a series of reasoning activities relating to division. Next, we used and applied this understanding to solve problems 

with remainders. We also created counting stick resources to help us learn and practise our 2,5 and 10 times tables. In Science, we created scien-

tific conclusions to explain what we discovered in our investigation from last week.   

In PE they had a fantastic lesson looking at the different movements they might associate with Autumn. ICT covered binary trees and how we 

can gather information. We then had a go at making our own.  

Willow News 

It has been another busy week in Willow Class. In English we have been writing and solving 'What Am I?' riddles. The children really 

enjoyed thinking of clues to help people guess which animal they were describing. The children also wrote a winter acrostic poem with 

Mrs Tompsett on Thursday. As part of our whole class reading this week, we re-read  'A Squash and a Squeeze' by Julia Donaldson and 

talked about some of the vocabulary such as the meanings of 'curious', 'grumble and grouse' and 'jig'. It was lovely seeing parents read-

ing with their children at this Tuesday's drop-in session and we hope to host more of these sessions over the next few months. In Maths, 

we have been measuring lengths and heights using cubes and rulers. The children have been using vocabulary such as 'taller', 'shorter', 

'longer' and 'the same as' in their Maths discussion and have become confident in comparing the lengths of different objects and peo-

ple.  In our RE lesson this week, the class discussed how Christians put their beliefs into practise through praying, going to church and 

alms giving. The children came up with some lovely ideas of how they and their families show compassion towards others. As part of 

our Topic work this week, the class identified how life in 2020 differs from life in Florence Nightingale's lifetime. In PE the children took 

part in a house hockey competition and are eagerly waiting to find out what the final results which are being announced on Friday.  

Maple News 

This week, Maple have begun to write their own stories based on The Egyptian Cinderella. We have planned who our story will be about; where 

they come from and what brought them to Egypt. We thought about who is mean to them when they are there: step-sisters like the classic tale, 

servants like the book, or our own ideas. Pharaohs of Egypt could be either men or women, so our stories can have either a boy or girl as the 

central character. As we go on, we will be exploring what animals our heroine or hero will befriend, what royal event we want to depict and 

how the Pharaoh will search for the owner of the rose-gold sandal, glass slipper, or other item of clothing. One key feature of our writing has 

been the use of a thesaurus. It can't help us think of a sentence but when we have thought of one it can help us to improve the words. 

In Science, we have begun to make shadow puppet theatres as part of our exploration of the properties of light. We have worked as pairs, or in 

teams to make theatres using cardboard boxes with screens of baking paper. Using black card, we have started to make characters, and even 

scenery like palm trees and pyramids, to tell stories with. We are hoping to turn our stories in English into shadow plays. 

We have looked at pyramids in Topic work this week. They developed from square, flat structures built on top of royal tombs. The great pyra-

mid of Giza was built for the pharaoh Khufu about 4500 years ago and is over 146 meters high. It is made of over 2 million limestone blocks, the 

largest of which weigh 80 tonnes. For thousands of years it was the largest building in the world.  

Maple Class have spent the week in Maths looking at money. It is important that we understand how money works so we have explored what 

pounds and pence are and how they relate to each other. Different coins and bank notes are worth amounts. Currently, in England and Wales, 

there are 8 coins worth between 1p and £2 and four notes worth from £5 to £50. That means a £50 note is worth 5000 pennies. We have been 

adding and subtracting amounts of money and working out what change is and how to calculate it. Next week we will be looking at statistics 

starting with pictograms. 

Class News 



Lilac News 

In Maths this week, we have been learning to measure the perimeter of rectilinear shapes.  We have also calculated the perimeter of com-

pound rectilinear shapes when a measurement of one or two of the sides is missing.  Here we have been using our reasoning skills and working 

with our talk partners.  In English, we levelled up our piece of writing about life in a Victorian workhouse where we drew on information from 

Chapter 4 and 5 of 'Street Child', video clips and photographs.  In RE, Father John came in to talk to us about our key question we are working on 

at the moment entitled 'Why did God choose Moses to lead his people out of Egypt?'.  Father John made the connection with Jesus because Moses 

foreshadows Jesus, giving us an idea of what is to come.  Both Moses and Jesus were sympathetic, confident, hopeful, courageous, deter-

mined,  demonstrated  righteous indignation and were loyal to God and leaders.  However, unlike Jesus, Moses was not perfect because he killed 

a man.   

In Science, we conducted our experiment about insulation.  Last week we predicted what materials we felt would be the best at keeping Dr 

Charles's tea warm and why.  We found out the foil was the best insulator and that cling film was the worst.  Newspaper and wool came a joint 

second.  In DT, we have been making our pincushions and have been learning to sew cross stitch.  In Art, we have been finishing off our paint-

ings in the style of Van Gogh.  Louisa brought into school a very interesting article about a self-portrait that Van Gogh painted.  Many people 

thought it was a fake because the colours were dull and not the usual bright colours that Van Gogh used.  However, experts now believe it is 

genuine after it was x-rayed.   

Thank you again to all of you who have paid for our school trip to Standen on Tuesday the 24th of March and are continuing to support our class 

reading challenge. 

Chestnut News 

This week we have used our English sessions to research for, plan and carry out a debate.  We learned all about the correct procedures to follow 

and the main roles, including proposers, opposers, Speaker and audience.  We studied some parliamentary debate to learn about the importance 

of keeping order and showing respect towards your opponent.  We based our debate on school uniform and broke into teams to work on our 

arguments.  We had small teams prepare arguments for and against uniform and carried out 5 separate debates so that all our keen persuaders 

got an opportunity to practise their skills.  The children showed great confidence and were able to deliver their arguments and also respond to 

questions from their opponents and the audience.  This experience will really help us when we come to start our persuasive letter on the preser-

vation of the rainforests.   

In Maths we moved on to dividing by 100 and using our skills to solve problems and explain patterns.  We have also been multiplying by 1 and 0 

and using pictorial representations of our calculations.  We continue to practise times tables in short sharp bursts.  Perhaps your child can show 

you some of the songs we practise with! 

We have continued to explore the theme 'what kind of world did Jesus want?' in RE.  In the first week we thought about the calling of the first 

disciples and have revisited it by finding out about how Father John acts as a 'fisher of men' through his ministry.  The children always have a lot 

of questions and we are grateful for Father John's input in this session. 

We have been finding out about threats to the rainforests as part of our topic work.  This builds on from previous learning about their im-

portance.  Well done to the children for digesting some complex information and picking out the key points. 

In Science we carried out an enquiry into changing states of matter by asking 'can we make a gas from a solid and a liquid?'  We began by mak-

ing a prediction and then exploring our ideas.  We discussed many possibilities and thought about whether they satisfied our criteria.  We also 

thought about how we could collect evidence of gas being produced.  We finally designed and carried out an experiment using a water bottle, 

effervescent vitamin tablets and a balloon.  We reviewed our original predictions and considered what we could do to improve our en-

quiry.  More experiments to follow over the next term!  

Oak News 

In English we have been having fun with play scripts. We began the week by familiarising ourselves with the way a script is set out. The class 

was split into four groups and each was given a scene from a play: Harry Potter and the Cursed Child, The Twits, The Witches and Charlie and 

the Chocolate Factory. Our focus was looking at instructions for staging and characterisation; everyone had a great time acting out the scenes! 

Next, we had a go at writing a short play script based on a well-known nursery rhyme. Children wrote scenes from Jack and Jill, Humpty Dump-

ty, Incey Wincey Spider and many others. The class has a real flair for comic writing and it was really funny listening to and acting out some of 

them. Our aim is to write a script telling the event of the WW1 Christmas Truce in 1914, so we spent some time watching dramatisations of the 

events and listening to eyewitness accounts. We then discussed how individuals would have felt about what was happening and the possible 

consequences. We have now begun to write our plays. We have thought about the different characters that will feature and the ways in which 

each person might speak. Do they have a regional or national accent? Will they use 'slang' terms? We have also considered where each scene will 

take place and how to direct the actors movements. We plan to finish them next week and, hopefully, there will be time to act some of them out! 

 In Maths, we have started our unit on algebra. We began by looking at one and two-step function machines and discussed what the output could 

be if we input 'x' rather than a digit. We then moved on to substituting numbers into algebraic formula and even had a go at creating some for-

mula of our own for things such as calculating area and perimeter. So far, everyone is quite enjoying the unit and the dreaded algebra is becom-

ing much less scary. 

 To end our RE unit on the gospels, we are working in groups to design our own churches. Each team has to design the exterior and interior of 

their church, four internal aspects (one of which must be a stained glass window), a noticeboard showing the weekly activities available and plan 

how to spend a budget of £20,000 on outreach programmes. They must take into consideration the teachings of Jesus, such as peace, reconcilia-

tion, forgiveness and living for others, and how their church reflects these. 

Class News 



Have a wonderful weekend and remember no heelies or mobile devices to-

night at the disco. 

With best wishes 

Moira Duncombe  @StBarnabasSchoolTW 

Something to think about….. 

 

 

 

 

John has asked that we remind you 

not to pull up at the crossing and 

allow your child to jump out and 

run across.  This is for safety rea-

sons and thank you for your sup-

port. 

 

 

 

 


