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1846
The sewing machine

1839
Paddle steam boats

1872
The penny farthing bicycle

1845
Rubber tyres

1876
Alexander Graham Bell invents 

the telephone

1852
The first post boxes appeared

1845
The first road is covered with 
tarmac instead of cobbles

1878
Electric street lighting began in 

London

1894
Moving pictures 

1839
Light sensitive photographic 

paper

1840
The first bicycle

1885
The petrol motorcar

1879
Swan and Edison develop a 

domestic lightbulb

1860
The first horse-drawn tram is used

1852
The first public flushing toilet 

opens in London

1873
The typewriter

1863
London underground opens

1883
Electric railway opens

1887
The gramophone

1840
Postage stamps

Cut out these Victorian inventions and place them in 
chronological order to make a timeline from earliest to latest:
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I am used to put letters into. I am used to put letters into. 
I am round and make journeys in carriages much 

more comfortable. 
I am round and make journeys in carriages much 

more comfortable. 

1852 1845
I am able to record events and people visually. 

You need a camera to make me. 
I am able to record events and people visually. 

You need a camera to make me. 
I am a kind of bicycle with a front wheel much 

larger than the back wheel. 
I am a kind of bicycle with a front wheel much 

larger than the back wheel. 

1839 1872
I have keys and I use paper. I produce letters. I have keys and I use paper. I produce letters. I have two wheels and pedals. I have two wheels and pedals. 

1873 1840
I light up houses. I light up houses. I am able to wash human waste to the sewers. I am able to wash human waste to the sewers. 

1879 1852
I am used to pay for sending letters. I am used to pay for sending letters. I am used to talk to people in different houses. I am used to talk to people in different houses. 

1840 1876
I make smooth roads instead of the bumpy 

cobbles I replace. 
I make smooth roads instead of the bumpy 

cobbles I replace. 
I am a carriage that doesn’t need horses to pull 

me along. 
I am a carriage that doesn’t need horses to pull 

me along. 

1845 1885

I am now known as ‘films’ or ‘movies’. I am now known as ‘films’ or ‘movies’. 
I am able to create and adjust clothes, curtains 

and other fabrics much more quickly. 
I am able to create and adjust clothes, curtains 

and other fabrics much more quickly. 

1894 1846
I am a series of trains and tracks but I am not on 

land. 
I am a series of trains and tracks but I am not on 

land. 
I am used to listen to music. I am used to listen to music. 

1863 1887

photographs
bicycle
stamps

tarmac

rubber tyres

post box

sewing machine

public flushing toilet

London underground

penny farthing typewriter

telephone

lightbulbmotorcar

gramophonemoving pictures
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Year Riddle Invention
1839 I am able to record events and people visually. 

You need a camera to make me. Photographs

1840 I have two wheels and pedals. Bicycle

1840 I am used to pay for sending letters. Stamps

1845 I make smooth roads instead of the bumpy 
cobbles I replace. Tarmac

1845 I am round and make journeys in carriages much 
more comfortable. Rubber tyres

1846 I am able to create and adjust clothes, curtains 
and other fabrics much more quickly. Sewing machine

1852 I am used to put letters into. Post box

1852 I am able to wash human waste to the sewers. Public flushing toilet

1863 I am a series of trains and tracks but I am not on 
land. London Underground

1872 I am a kind of bicycle with a front wheel much 
larger than the back wheel. Penny Farthing

1873 I have keys and I use paper. I produce letters. Typewriter

1876 I am used to talk to people in different houses. Telephone

1879 I light up houses. Lightbulb

1885 I am a carriage that doesn’t need horses to pull 
me along. Motorcar

1887 I am used to listen to music. Gramophone

1894 I am now known as ‘films’ or ‘movies’. Moving pictures

photographs

bicycle

stamps

tarmac

rubber tyres

post box

sewing machine

public flushing 
toilet

London 
underground

penny farthing typewriter

telephone

lightbulbmotorcar

gramophonemoving pictures
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OSTP  XBOOSTP  XBO BUBRER YERSTBUBRER YERST

1852 1845

OOTHGPHASRPOOTHGPHASRP NENPY  RAFTGIHNNENPY  RAFTGIHN

1839 1872

ERWTYPIETRERWTYPIETR CLYCBIECLYCBIE

1873 1840

BLUBHGLITBLUBHGLIT PBUCIL  LFSUHGNI  TLE IOTPBUCIL  LFSUHGNI  TLE IOT

1879 1852

PSTMSAPSTMSA LETPEHNEOLETPEHNEO

1840 1876

MCAARTMCAART CRAMOOTRCRAMOOTR

1845 1885

VINGMO  CTIPRUSEVINGMO  CTIPRUSE INSGEW  CHAMNIEINSGEW  CHAMNIE

1894 1846

NLOODN  DERNUGORUDNNLOODN  DERNUGORUDN RPONAOMHEGRPONAOMHEG

1863 1887
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Atomic Bomb Credit Card Telescope

Post Box Toy BalloonLaser

Machine Gun Teddy Bear Coca Cola

Pocket Watch Sewing Machine Steam Locomotive

Gramophone Contact Lenses Zips
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Vacuum Cleaner Rubber Tyres Teabag

Mobile Phone Postage Stamp Typewriter

Barbie Doll Tin Can Microchip

Escalator Telephone Piano

Thermometer Microscope Moving Pictures
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1510 Pocket Watch

1590 Microscope

1608 Telescope

1709 Piano

1724 Thermometre

1810 Tin Can

1814 Steam Locomotive

1824 Toy Balloon

1840 Postage Stamp

1845 Rubber Tyre

1846 Sewing Machine

1852 Post Box

1873 Typewriter

1876 Telephone

1885 Machine Gun

1886 Coca Cola

1887 Gramophone

1887 Contact Lenses

1894 Moving Pictures

1891 Escalator

1893 Zips

1899 Vacuum Cleaner

1902 Teddy Bear

1904 Teabag

1945 Atomic Bomb

1950 Credit Card

1958 Laser

1959 Barbie Doll

1959 Microchip

1979 Mobile Phone

Be
fo

re 
Vi

ct
or

ian
 Er

a
Vi

ct
or

ian
 Er

a
Af

te
r V

ict
or

ian
 Er

a




