About Fish
Fish belong to a class of creatures called aquatic vertebrates (they have a backbone). Their combination of gills, fins and the fact that they live only in the water make fish different from all other animals. Most fish have a skeleton made of bone but some, like sharks, have a skeleton made of cartilage. 
Fish live in a variety of habitats ranging from coral reefs and kelp forests to rivers, streams, and the open ocean. Some fish live on the surface of the water and some live in the very depths of the ocean. There are fish that live in fresh water and others that live in salt water.

Fish spend all their lives in the water and are cold-blooded with the exception of Tuna family and the Mackerel shark family. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Scientists believe that there are more than 25,000 different species of fish in the world, although it’s hard to be completely accurate, as there are still parts of our oceans which remain unexplored – there could be species of fish which we don’t know about!

Fish vary in colour and size. Fish can be as large 40ft long and as small as 1/2 inch long. There are some animals that live in the water and we may think of as fish, but really aren't classified by scientists as fish (whales, dolphins, octopus and jellyfish are not fish).
Fish have developed special senses, too. Because water transmits sounds, disperses chemicals, and conducts electricity better than air, fish rely less on their vision and more on their hearing, taste, and smell. Many can detect motion in the water using a special row of scales with sensors known as the lateral line. Others can find their prey and even navigate by detecting electrical charges.
Fish have gills that extract oxygen from the water around them. Fish are covered in scales which are often covered in a layer of slime to help their movement through water. The collective name for a group of fish is a ‘shoal’ or a ‘school’.
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