About Reptiles
Reptiles are air-breathing vertebrates covered in special skin made up of scales, bony plates, or a combination of both. 
They include crocodiles, snakes, lizards, turtles, and tortoises. All regularly shed the outer layer of their skin. Their metabolism depends on the temperature of their environment.
Reptiles are cold-blooded. Unlike birds and mammals, reptiles do not maintain a constant internal body temperature. Without fur or feathers for insulation, they cannot stay warm on a cold day, and without sweat glands or the ability to pant, they cannot cool off on a hot one. Instead, they move into the sun or into the shade as needed. During cooler parts of the year they become inactive. 
Reptile reproduction also depends on temperature. Only boas and pythons give birth to live young. The other species lay their eggs in a simple nest, and leave. The young hatch days to months later. The soil temperature is critical during this time: It determines how many hatchlings will be male or female. Young reptiles can glide, walk, and swim within hours of birth. 

There are many types of reptiles. The main categories are snakes, crocodiles and alligators, turtles, and lizards. Reptiles can be found on every continent except for Antarctica.

Alligators and crocodiles look slow, but can move very quickly when attacking. Snakes are legless reptiles. They move along the ground by flexing their body and can move very quickly despite not having legs. Lizards are similar to snakes, but with legs. Turtles are reptiles with a big shell to protect them.

The biggest reptile is the salt water crocodile. These reptiles can grow to 2,000 pounds and 12 1/2 feet long. 
The Green Anaconda is the heaviest snake, while the Reticulated Python is the longest snake. 
The biggest lizard is the Komodo Dragon. 
The largest turtle is the leatherback turtle which can weigh 1,800 pounds with an 8 foot long shell. 
The smallest reptile is thought to be the mini chameleon from Madagascar which only grows to just over an inch in length. The smallest snake is the thread snake which can only grow to around 4 inches long. 
The fastest reptile is the spiny tailed iguana which can run up to 20 miles per hour. 
The fastest snake is the Black Mamba.
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