
STAGE 1Unit focus: Christmas
Text focus: Instructions

How To Build A Snowman
Things you will need
An old hat, an old scarf, a carrot, two large twigs, 12 stones (50p 
sized) and a grown-up.

How to do it
1. Firstly, scoop up two handfuls of snow. Squash your hands 
together to make a snowball.
2. Then, slowly roll your snowball in the snow. Don’t try and move 
too quickly.
3. Keep rolling the ball in the snow. It needs to be the right size for 
the snowman’s body.
4. Next, make a ball for the snowman’s head. 
5. Ask a grown-up to help you lift the head onto 
the body.
6.  Next, push the wide end of the carrot nose 
into the head. Give the snowman two twig 
arms.
7.  Add three stones as buttons on the 
snowman’s body.
8.  After that, add two stones for 
eyes. Use the rest of the stones 
to make a smiley mouth. 
9.  Finally, add a scarf around the 
snowman’s neck and pop the hat on 
his head.
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VOCABULARY FOCUS
1.	Which word means the opposite of remember?

2.	Which word means ‘to begin’?

3.	In these instructions, what does the word ‘scoop’ mean?

4.	Which word implies that the snowman will look happy?

VIPERS QUESTIONS

E Why do you think that the author has told the reader to make sure that 
the stones are 50p sized?

I Which sentence tells you that the ball of snow might be quite heavy?

R What are the twigs for?

S What does the person building the snowman need to do after they wrap 
the scarf around the snowman’s neck?

S Why MUST step 4 go before step 6?



Answers

1. Forget

2. Firstly

3. To move the snow by using the hands in a cup or spoon shape. 

4. Smiley

E- So that the person making the snowman uses the correct size.

I- Ask a grown-up to help you lift the head onto the body.

R- To use as arms.

S- Pop a hat on his head.

S- It would be impossible to add a carrot as a nose if you haven’t built the head.
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