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Chapters 4 and 5
1. Why did Jim and his mother make ‘slow progress’?  What phrase does Berlie Doherty use to describe this?


1. What had happened to Jim’s wooden horse?


1.  On page 39 why did Jim struggle to his feet? 


1.  At the bottom of page 39 what does the word ‘weary’ mean?

1. At the top of page 40 when describing the man and the woman, find and copy the simile that the author has used?


1. On page 40 what does the phrase ‘The matron poked her head sharply round the door’ tell us about her personality?


1. What is the infirmary?

1. Why do you think none of the boys looked at each other or spoke?



1. Read from the bottom of page 41 to the bottom of page 42.  Describe what meal time was like for boys. 








1. Describe Jim’s bed, using words from the text.



1. Using phrases from the text on page 43 summarise Jim’s first night in the workhouse.







1.  Why didn’t Jim cry at the start of Chapter 5?  Who was the only person he wanted to be with?





1. Describe Mr Sisson’s character.  Use evidence from the text to support your answer.






1. When describing Joseph’s appearance and behaviour what type of bird does the author compare him to?  Find and copy her description of Joseph.


1. Why does Joseph NOT refer to the people in the Asylum as ‘animals’?

1.  Predict what you think might come next in the story.










