Street Child by Berlie Doherty:  Reading Comprehension Questions
Chapters 20 and 21
1.  In your own words describe what Jim saw on page 155 when he woke to the sound of horses.





2.  What do you think the door with the brass knocker might have reminded him of?

3.  At the end of the first paragraph on page 156 what do you think the word ‘instinctively means’?


4. Find the phrase in the first paragraph that tells us that Jim was not totally sure that he was free of Grimy Nick.



5. Why did the circus children point at Jim and laugh?




6.   Read the top of page 158.  What does ‘He was conscious’ mean when describing how Jim felt?
7.  On page 158 what phrase tells us that Madame Juglini knew where Jim had been living and what he had been doing?


8.  Why doesn’t Jim tell Madame Juglini that he can sew? 



9.  Towards the end of page 159, what does ‘exchanged glances’ mean?


10. At the beginning of Chapter 21, what do you think Madame Juglini had been doing for most of the day?


11.  Re-read the first paragraph of page 160.  Write down the two similes in the text.


12.  What acts are being performed at the circus?


13. Re-read the first paragraph of page 161.  What are the audience doing whilst they are waiting to see the circus acts and how do we know?


14. Write down the words that the author uses to describe the horses?


15.  Who did Jim see Madame Juglini receive a coin off and why did he run away?




16. [bookmark: _GoBack] Predict what you think might come next in the story.  


