Street Child by Berlie Doherty:  Reading Comprehension Questions
Chapters 18 and 19
1.  At what time of year was the miner’s pageant held?

2.  How did Jim cut the rope around his neck?



3. What did Jim do to trap Snipe and Nick on the boat as he ran away?




4. At the end of Chapter 19, do you think Jim is feeling guilty?  Explain your opinion.




Additional Questions

1.Describe the pageant on the river.


2. Re-read the first paragraph of p.146.  Write down the simile that the author has used.

3.On page 146, why are the clown’s faces described as mournful?  Think about how a clown’s face is painted.

4. On page 147, find an example from the text that tell us that Jim is excited and want to see the circus.


5.  What is the main point of the pageant?


6.  Why did Jim think children were laughing at Jim?


7.  At the top of page 149, what does the phrase ‘he’d jumped without thinking’ mean?


8.  At the top of page 150 what does the phrase ‘He forced himself to stroke the dog’s matted fur’ tell us about Jim’s feelings towards Snipe?



9. What does ‘lumbered’ mean?

10. On page 151, why do you think the author repeats ‘slowly’ in the sentence?


11.  At the top of page 152, what does ‘pummelled’ mean?

12.  At the bottom of page 153 explain why ‘the silence boomed around him’.



13. [bookmark: _GoBack] Predict what you think might come next in the story.
