
Our School Christian Values are Aspiration Love, Trust, Perseverance, Reconciliation and Compassion.    We have found 

out about being thankful in preparation for Harvest. 

Reminders 
 

Please can we ask that we have 

no chocolate nut spread in 

sandwiches as we have chil-

dren who are allergic to nuts in 

school. 

 

Chocolate should be in moder-

ation and we ask that the chil-

dren do not have other sweets 

in their packed lunch boxes. 

 

If your child cannot attend a 

club session please do let us 

know so we are not contacting 

you. 

 

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

Dates 
14th October 

Parents’ coffee morning 

8.45 - 9.30am in the hall  

Everyone welcome;  

tea, coffee and biscuits  

provided  

 

21st– 25th  October 

Half Term 

 

 

 

 

 

Booktober– how many 

books have you read? 

Attendance 

 

As a whole school we have an attend-

ance target of 97% to achieve.  

 

Overall attendance last week: 97.4%  

 

Do remember we start school everyday 

at 8:45. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This Week 

 

It’s been another busy week with lots of learning across the school. This 

morning we celebrated our Harvest Festival at the church.  During our 

worship this week we have been finding out about being thankful and 

harvest around the world.  Thank you to everyone who was able to do-

nate an item for their Class harvest box.  These will go with St Barnabas’ 

Church’s contribution to Nourish. 

   

Tonight we have our Disco and I know the children are looking forward 

to the event.  Please can we remind you that mobile phones and wheel-

ies are not allowed  and all children need to be collected by a named 

adult. 

 

Next week we have Parent Consultations.  We are looking forward to 

sharing how your child has settled into their new class.  If you have not 

made an appointment please fill in the booking sheet outside the School 

Office. 
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Chestnut 99.7% 

Lilac 99.6% 

Acorn 99% 

Maple 98%

Willow 97.3% 

Beech 96.3% 

Oak 91.7% 
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Mrs Johnson is taking part  in  the Royal Parks Half marathon this Sunday to raise money 
for the NSPCC.  If you would like to sponsor her please use the link below: 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/melvjohn   



Acorn Class 

This week in Phonics, we have been playing games such as I-spy (using initial sounds and segmented words), silly soup (where 

we had to find the objects that started with the same sound) and Bertha Bus (where we had to guess the first sound). In Maths, 

we have continued sorting. We had to guess how the objects had been sorted and explain why we thought they had been sorted 

in a particular way, we have played ‘odd one out’ where we had to explain which object we thought didn't belong in the group 

and have looked at different buttons ready to sort them next week. In RE, we visited the Church and had the opportunity to ask 

Father John some questions.  We also talked about harvest and why Christians celebrate it. We then attended Harvest Mass with 

our buddies. In PE we played traffic lights, duck duck goose and used the parachute. The children really enjoyed using the para-

chute and demonstrated their great listening skills. Congratulations to Henry, our star of the week who got to take home Nick 

the monkey! 

Beech News 

This week Beech Class have achieved some fantastic writing. They have used the skills they have been learning about to continue writ-

ing a diary account from the point of view of Samuel Pepys. We redrafted the compound and complex sentences that we wrote last 

week and added sentences that showed our audience how Pepys was feeling. Finally, we explored different types of sentence that could 

be used to start and finish our diary entries.  In Maths, we focused on counting forwards and backwards in 1s and 10s. We then ex-

plored how these skills, combined with the use of numbered and blank number-lines, could be used to solve addition and subtraction 

problems. ICT this week moved on to looking at online safety and the class looked at search engines and how to share work safely to a 

sharing board. Gymnastics this week focused on balances, using a different number of points to balance from and then working with a 

partner to create joint balances.  In Topic, we continued our work on analysing the materials used to build houses in 1666. We wrote 

short paragraphs in which we explained why materials were/were not suitable for house building. The whole Year 2 team would like to 

thank all the children and parents who spent so much time and effort creating images and models of 1666 houses. Thanks for all your 

hard work. They look amazing! 

Willow News 

In English this week, Willow Class have continued doing activities around the story of The Three Little Pigs. On Monday 

Mrs Duncombe joined us for a lesson where the children were describing and writing about The Big Bad Wolf. On Tuesday, we started 

talking about question words and questions, and the children wrote some questions for the Big Bad Wolf to answer. On Wednesday, the 

children wrote questions to ask the Three Little Pigs.  

In Phonics we have learnt some new letter sounds (ey, a-e) and have been reading and writing words using these letter sounds. We also 

revisited the 'ur' sound this week. The class are becoming more confident in reading and recognising the tricky words which we have 

learnt. We have been talking about our favourite stories in class and it has been lovely to hear the children talk about books which they 

have read at home as part of Booktober.  In Maths this week, the children have been using practical resources such as Numicon and 

counters to find number bonds for number up to 10 (and beyond in some cases).  In RE we talked about the type of prayers Christians 

use when praying to God (saying thank you or sorry or asking for help) and the children wrote a short prayer to go in our class prayer 

box. In Topic work, the children painted or drew a picture of something in Tunbridge Wells that they like (such as the park, school, 

cinema and shops) and we also talked about Autumn and the seasonal changes the children have noticed. It was lovely meeting those 

that were able to attend the family breakfast on Monday and please let me know if you would be interested in attending another one 

later in the year.   

Maple News 

Along with visiting the Church for our Mass this week, we have been learning about the work of the Salvation Army. The Salvation 

Army are a Christian Church, that welcomes all people. Members of the Salvation Army, known as soldiers, make promises; to be the 

best version of themselves, to be an example to others, to love one another and to love God. This is sometimes called Faith in Action. 

Maple Class could see the connection between this to the covenant God made with Abraham, who left his land, friends and family 

to follow his faith because God spoke to him. The Salvation Army's faith in action means they perform many good works like helping 

homeless or hungry people, playing music to lift the spirits, or providing emergency support. 

In Maths we have been continuing to add and subtract using three digit numbers. Using place value charts with counters or Diennes 

blocks, or by drawing our own number line that has the range and values appropriate to the problem we are trying to solve. Or by us-

ing the column method or our own mental strategies. we can now add and subtract numbers even if they need us to regroup or ex-

change because we have to bridge across a multiple of ten or a hundred. 

Many of us are looking forward to the School Disco, excited that we are now in Key Stage two and grown up enough to be out a little 

later. 

Class News 



Lilac News 

In Maths this week we have been using our problem solving skills when working through questions about counting in 

powers of 10.  Working with out Talk Partners we have been comparing, ordering and rounding numbers up to one mil-

lion and have also worked with negative numbers.  In English, we have come to the end of our extended story writing 

task.  We used a 'check list' to self-evaluate by reading our entire story to see what aspects of setting we had covered in 

our writing.  In Whole Class Guided Reading this week we read chapter three that focused on examining Edmund's char-

acter and his reaction to Narnia when he first walked through the wardrobe.  In RE, we looked again at the selection of 

texts from Psalms of David, Isaiah and John.  This time, we explored what God is like, what he does and doesn't do and 

what a prophet is.   

In Science, we started our work on the Moon. We found out what gives the Moon light and why during the month it 

changes shape.  We learnt terms such as 'First Quarter', 'Crescent Moon', 'New Moon',  'Full Moon' and 'waning and wax-

ing'.  In Topic, we learnt about how Mayan society was organised and that the Mayan kings were absolute mon-

archs.  We then compare how the Mayan kings ruled to how our Queen rules, a constitutional monarch. We explored 

what society and democracy means and how our country if governed.   In Music, we listened to and compared Venus 

and Mars from Gustav Holst's The Planets Suite.  We used graphic notation to represent the different sounds that we 

heard in the compositions and learnt some traditional musical terms such as crescendo and diminuendo.  We looked at 

how an orchestra is organised into sections and we learnt the names of a variety of instruments. 

Chestnut News 

This week has seen the culmination of all the work we have done on the story Escape from Pompeii.  Using all the analy-

sis of language features and story structure, we planned a story together as a whole class.  We looked at breaking it down 

into appropriate paragraphs and thought about the content of each one.  Children then created their own plans based on 

the ideas they had generated.  Each day we have focused on a new paragraph, shared ideas, written a whole class para-

graph and then written our own independently.  Next week will see us edit and improve them. 

In Maths we have continued to focus on place value.  We have been comparing and ordering 4 digit numbers.  We have 

thought about the language we use to order numbers and have used our skills to carry out an investigation. 

We have been learning about the structure of the Roman army in our topic session.  We learned about the types of people 

who were allowed to be in the army and the length of terms served by legionaries and auxiliaries.  We looked at the 

clothing and armour they wore and the weapons they used in battle.   

We enjoyed a visit to the Church on Monday afternoon for our year group Mass.  We reminded ourselves of the garments 

Father John wears for a Mass and the origin of the names.  The children had many questions, as ever, and they listened 

really well. 

Oak News 

This week began with our trip to the British Museum in London. We got the train to Charing Cross and walked through 

the West End, up to the museum. We had the opportunity to look at some of the exhibitions before our workshop; we 

particularly enjoyed the Egyptian mummies and Aztec masks! Our workshop took part in the Parthenon gallery and we 

had to use tablets to solve clues. For example, we had to find a certain statue and hold our tablet up to it or find differ-

ent animals and people in a frieze. It was a really fun day and we would love to go up to London again! 

 In Maths this week, we have finally finished division and have moved onto common factors, common multiples and 

prime numbers. Everyone is doing brilliantly and we are enjoying the change of topic.  

 In English, we have been finding out about the Battle of Marathon and the main characters involved, such as  Pheidippi-

des the messenger and Miltiades the Greek officer. Next week, we will use this information to write an eyewitness ac-

count of the battle. 

Next week, we are hoping to do some artwork with fossils. If anyone has any they wouldn't mind bringing in, we would 

greatly appreciate it. They will be returned safe and sound! 

Class News 



Have a wonderful weekend. With best wishes 

Moira Duncombe 

 

@StBarnabasSchoolTW 

Something to think about 

 

Friday 18th October  9am till 12 midday 

    Coffee, Cake, Chat & Craft 

    courtesy of the Craftivist Collective 

    Come along and 'Dare to Dream' 

    20 places available (on a first come basis) 

    to book contact Dave 07966190428 

    dprodrick@st-barnabas.kent.sch.uk 

    or via the school office by Wednesday 

16th October  

    More info can be found on 

    www.craftivist-collective.com  

 

    Church of Christ, Commercial Road (5mins from 

 

Give thanks for the sun, the 
wind and the rain.    And 
thanks for the crops that 

feed us again.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to everyone who 

donated a gift for our Harvest 

Festival.  The children sang 

and behaved beautifully. 


