
Minibeasts are ‘small creatures’, like worms, snails, insects and spiders. The scientific term for them is 

‘invertebrates’ – a creature without a backbone. Because they don’t have a backbone, minibeasts tend to 

have other structures which support and protect them. Snails have shells, while 

many insects and spiders have an ‘exoskeleton’, which is a hard casing on their outside. There are over 

25,000 minibeast species in Britain. 

Minibeasts are split into three main sub-groups or classifications: arthropods, molluscs and annelids. 

Arthropods include insects, arachnids (spiders), crustaceans (which have a hard shell or case on the 

outside) and miriapods (creatures with lots of legs). Molluscs often have a shell like a snail. Annelids 

are worms. 

Minibeasts can live in most habitats, from dry deserts to lakes. They often live in what are called 

‘micro-habitats’, like a stone, a log, a tree or some dead leaves. These might be found in a range of 

larger habitats, but are often perfect for minibeasts to live in or under. It is very easy to find minibeast 

habitats as they can and do live almost everywhere. Some people build what are called ‘bug hotels’, 

built using natural materials to create a micro-habitat. 

Minibeast diets are quite varied and many have highly-designed mouth parts to help them access their 

food. Some minibeasts feast solely on plant materials while some eat sap and nectar. Other minibeasts 

eat other insects or even larger dead animals. Many minibeasts eat waste materials and dead matter. 

Minibeasts move in a variety of ways. Some, like water boatmen, are very good at swimming; while 

many, like bees, flies and dragonflies, have wings which enable them to fly. 

Minibeasts have a varied number of legs – anything from none if you are a snail or slug to perhaps 750 

if you are certain species of millipede. Minibeasts use these legs to help them crawl. Some minibeasts 

even jump – a grasshopper can jump up to 10 times its length when it jumps high, and can jump 20 

times its length when it jumps long. 
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Minibeasts are of great importance to nature for a number of reasons: they are eaten as a food source 

by birds and other creatures, in the early stages of a food chain; they help to pollinate plants; they are 

also often decomposers and eat dead and decaying matter, essentially recycling nutrients back into the 

ecosystem. They also indirectly help us with farming and growing food as many minibeasts eat other 

minibeasts that would otherwise destroy our crops. Humans would not survive without minibeasts, so 

we need to make sure we take care of them and their habitats.  

 

Read about different minibeasts below and pick 2 or 3 to write about. 
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